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bestowed on all of them and on his pages, the officers of his court, his favorites
and his servants, an incredible quantity of pelisses and valuable presents. The
whole authority being now in his hands, and the provinces of the empire being com-
pletely united under his sway, he imposed on himself the duty of making every year
an expedition into India. In the year 393 (A. D. 1002-3), he obtained possession
of Sijistan, without striking a blow; the generals and governors who commanded
there having consented to acknowledge his authority. He still continued to pursue
his conquests in India, and he carried his arms into regions which the banner of
Islamism had never yet reached, and where no stirat nor verse of the Koran had ever
been chanted before. Having purified that country from the filth of polytheism, he
built in it numerous mosques and places of prayer; but the history of these procee-
dings would lead us too far. On achieving the conquest of India, he wrote to the
court of Badidad (ad-Diwdn al-Aztz} a letter in which he enumerated the cities of
that country which God had subdued by means of his arms, and mentioned that he
had broken the idol called Sumenat: " According to the Hindoos/' said he, " this
" idol giveth life, inflicteth death, worketh what it willeth, and decidcth what it
" pleaseth: if it feel inclined, it cureth every malady, and it sometimes happened,
** to their eternal misery, that sick pilgrims, on visiting it, were cured by the good-
" ness of the air and by exercise ; this increaseth their delusion, and crowds come
*' to it on foot and on horseback from distant countries: if they obtain not the hea-
" ling of their maladies, they attribute it to their sins, and say: 4 He that does not
" * serve him faithfully, meriteth not from him an answer/ They believe in trans-
" migration, and pretend that the souls, on quitting the bodies, assemble near this
" idol, and are born again in whatever bodies it pleaseth. They believe also that
" the ebb and flow of the sea are the signs by which that element adores it. In
*' consequence of these opinions, they go in pilgrimage to it from distant countries
" and from every deep mlley (3); they offer it presents of the highest value, and
" there is net in the countries of India and Sind, though widely separated by*dis-
" tance and by religion, a king or a subject who hath not given to this idoyhe most
'precious portion of his wealth: hence, the wakfs (4) settled on it consisted in ten
** thousand considerable villages of those countries, and its treasury was filled with
" all kinds of riches. It was served by onethousand braraim; three hundred youths
" and five hundred females sang and danced at its gate, and each individual of these
" classes received a iked sum out of the wakfs settled on the idol" The Moslira